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Calling all garden enthusiasts to help brighten up our
public spaces
In our last newsletter we showed examples of areas
of land owned by Bracknell Forest Homes or
Bracknell Forest Council that has been adopted and
cared for by local residents. With the beginning of
the new growing season upon us BHA, through
their work with Bracknell in Bloom, are looking for
ways to help local people create beautiful displays.
Not everyone has the time to take on the adoption
of a public space and keep it maintained. Those
who do have the time, often are people who are on
a fixed income such as a pension and cannot afford
to buy the plants and seeds needed to begin Recently adopted strip of land
in Great Hollands
changing an unloved spot into something blooming
lovely.
Wouldn’t it be great if those with time but limited
funds could be helped by those with something
other than time available.
We are working on finding a place for young plants
to be taken and looked after until they are mature
enough to place in their final patch in Bracknell.
It’s just a thought, but if you have spare seeds that Example of land that could do
with a bit of gardener’s care
can be raised for planting and can donate some for
use in a neighbourhood project that would be a
start. Spare tools, pots, mulch, really anything that
will mean that those gardeners who are time rich
can help to add some colour and interest to our
neighbourhoods.
If you feel you would like to support then please
email Margaret on clubsecretary.bha@gmail.com
Or give her a call on 01344 425881.

Adopted land in Melrose
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Hints and Tips for April
TOP TEN JOBS according to the RHS
1.
Keep weeds under control
2.
Protect fruit blossoms from late frosts
3.
Tie in climbing and rambling Roses
4.
Sow hardy annuals, herbs and wild flower
seed outdoors
5.
Start to feed citrus plants
6.
Increase water given to houseplants
7.
Feed hungry shrubs and roses
8.
Sow new lawn or repair bare patches
9.
Prune fig trees
10. Divide bamboos and water lilies

LAWNS
Weed and Feed
Now is the time to apply a fertiliser to help with
strong growth. Use a high nitrogen spring lawn
fertiliser. Allan Moffat, who is in charge of the
Bracknell Town parks and leisure space
maintenance uses poultry manure to help keep
well used areas looking good.
It seems to work really well on the goal area of
football pitches!!

Bracknell in Bloom is entering five parks in this year’s
RHS Britain in Bloom competition
This year the Bracknell in Bloom team are really going for it showcasing
some of the really well maintained parks in Bracknell.
For many years the RHS Judges have visited South Hill Park which has
achieved a Gold award. The Committee have chosen five parks in Bracknell to be entered in the competition and judged over the summer.
More details in the next issue. We have a great variety of parkland in
Bracknell so why not show it off.

We have a
great variety
of parkland in
Bracknell

Update on the Harmans Water Woodland Project
The plan for Phase One of Nightingale Triangle is running a bit behind, The team have
decided to put in another day’s work, on Wednesday 11th April, from 10.00am onwards.
Our main tasks will be preparing the ground and sowing and planting seeds, bulbs and our
saplings from the Woodland Trust. A small team will also be surveying the remaining
ponticum and deciding how much further back we should be going (not too far!) in order to
contain the growth and refine the look of the glade and its surrounds.
Do please come along to help if you are free - and also sign up as a Friend of Nightingale
Triangle if you feel so inclined. We already have a number of enthusiastic volunteers - but
could do with a few more! The plan is that, until Phase Two commences in September, this
group will be able to undertake light maintenance, litter picking and the overall monitoring
of the woodland during the interim period (and thereafter, of course).
If you would to put your name down for this very important initiative, please email me
at bfnhspublicity@outlook.com or call 01344 227751.
Best Wishes as always Ray Hodges Publicity Officer—Bracknell Forest Natural History Society
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It is time to get the young people gardening
There re all sorts of reasons why it is really important to get our
young people into gardening in some way.


They learn about growing the food they eat



They understand the importance of wildlife



It gives them a practical side to science



Fresh air and exercise



Learning to care and work as a team.

This is by no means the full list. As gardeners we should all be
doing something to help.
The Bracknell Your Gardens Judges see how some of the gardeners of Bracknell encourage interest in
their gardens by including plants and novelty garden ornaments to catch the attention of children.
Some community gardeners encourage children to grow herbs and salads to take home and eat.
There is now a youth champion working with Bracknell in Bloom to encourage gardening projects in
the Beaver and Scout groups in Bracknell. They even have a Bracknell in Bloom Badge that they can
earn. We will feature more about that in the next edition.
But our focus is in helping the Schools. Some schools run an after school gardening club but those
who do not would really like to. The problem? No one to help run the club after school. BHA is looking for gardeners who would like to encourage the next generation of gardeners. We think we have
found someone to volunteer to help get things organised, so pass on the word to everyone you know.
Maybe there is someone out there who would like to give a couple of hours a week to their local
school.
Lets make sure the next generation understands the importance of gardening and wildlife.
Tell people to get in touch if they want to help…
Thanks in advance
Margaret (BHA Club Secretary)

Just a couple of notes from Brian
If you thought buying a wormery was an expensive affair, think again. You can make a wormery from an old
plastic dustbin. If you missed the practical demonstrations meeting and want to know more then get in touch.
Planting in short bits of discarded guttering is a great way of being able to easily transplant small plants into
their final planting area without disturbing the roots. Check out the website for a short video of me doing just
that. Finally if you have a particular topic that you would like to be covered by a speaker then please let me
know by emailing events.bha@gmail.com or just come and tell me at a meeting.

Our next
meeting

Sarracenias and Pitcher Plants
Monday, May 21st
7:30pm – 9.30pm
AGM followed by local plant expert
James Rosindell explains the carnivorous
nature of these unique plants, their life cycles
and how they catch their prey.
Cost: Visitors £3. BFNHS Members £1.
Meet: Recital Room, South Hill Park,
Ringmead, Bracknell, RG12 7PA.

And one
where BHA
members
can attend
as if
BFNHS
members

